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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1903. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  The  population  of  the  City  calculated  to  the 
middle  of  the  year  1903  was  32020,  and  with  the  prospect  of  several 
new  Factories  being  shortly  opened,  the  average  annual  increase  of 
569  persons  should  certainly  be  maintained  if  not  exceeded. 

Birth  Rate.  The  total  number  of  births  registered  was  762, 
equal  to  a  birth  rate  of  26-06,  still  on  the  decrease  as  compared  with 
the  average  of  the  past  8  years. 

Death  Rate.  423  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  equal 
to  an  uncorrected  death  rate  of  13-20,  but  after  deducting  the  29 
deaths  of  non-residents  that  occurred  in  Public  Institutions,  viz.  :  the 
Peterborough  Infirmary  and  the  Workhouse,  and  adding  the  2  deaths 
of  residents  that  occurred  outside  the  City  in  the  Sanatorium,  the 
exact  number  for  calculation  is  396,  this  gives  a  nett  death  rate  of 
12-36,  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  but  still  a  very  low  one. 

Zymotic  Mortality.  Scarlet  Fever  1,  Whooping  Cough  33, 
Diphtheria  2,  Influenza  5,  Diarrhoea  6,  Puerperal  Fever  1,  Erysipilas  3, 
total  51,  a  rate  of  1-56  per  1000.  It  will  be  seen  that  Whooping 
Cough  was  responsible  for  over  three -fifths  of  the  fatalities  in  this 
category,  a  very  dangerous  complaint  to  young  children,  and  one  over 
which  at  present  there  is  very  little  control. 
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Infantile  Mortality.  96  children  died  before  reaching  the  age 
of  one  year,  Whooping  Cough,  Bronchitis  and  Prematurity  being  re¬ 
sponsible  for  over  50  %  of  the  total,  which  represents  125-98  deaths 
per  1000  birtbs  registered,  meaning  that  1  child  out  of  every  8  bom 
during  the  year  died  before  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  months. 

The  comparative  statistics  of  the  four  Wards  into  which  the  City 
is  divided  are  as  follows  : — 


Population 

Total 

Births. 

Birth 

Rate 

Total 

Deaths 

Death 

Rate. 

NOBTH  WARD......... 

6542 

171 

26-18 

76 

11-61 

WEST  WARD  .......... 

11118 

229 

20-59 

129 

i 

11-60 

EAST  WARD.. . . 

10465 

260 

24-94 

145 

18-94 

SOUTH  WARD . 

8895 

102 

26-18 

44 

11-29 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  South  Ward  has 


regained  the  premier  position  in  the  City,  having  the  highest  birth 
rate  and  the  lowest  death  rate,  although  the  North  Ward  is  a  very 


good  second  on  the  list. 

As  a  means  of  reference  the  Vital  Statistics 

of 

75  provincial 

towns  are  appended  : — 

Birth  rate  per  1000  living  . 

•  •  • 

30-2 

Death  rate  ,, 

•  •  • 

16-5 

Zymotic  death  rate 

•  *  • 

1-93 

Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age 

to 

1000  births 

•  •  • 

149 

DISEASE  INCIDENCE. 

Small  Pox.  Despite  the  epidemic  of  Small  Pox  that  was 
raging  all  over  the  country,  only  one  case  occurred  in  Peterborough  in 
May,  in  the  person  of  a  professional  cricketer,  who  had  just  arrived 
from  Fleckney,  near  Leicester.  As  the  man  lodged  at  a  Public  House 
in  Brook  Street,  and  had  been  playing  in  a  cricket  match  the  previous 
day  on  the  Town  Ground,  against  a  team  from  Stamford,  there  were 
two  centres  of  infection  and  the  number  of  contacts  very  large,  over 
100.  The  sufferer  was  at  once  removed  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital, 
the  Public  House  closed,  as  well  as  the  Cricket  Pavilion,  and  their 
contents  thoroughly  disinfected.  Contacts  living  in  the  City  were 
advised  to  be  re-vaccinated  at  once,  and  notices  forwarded  to  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  concerning  members  of  the  Stamford  team,  whose 
addresses  were  known  ;  in  this  way  re-vaccination  was  secured  in 
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nearly  every  case.  The  same  evening  I  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
Cricket  Club  and  advised  that  all  matches  arranged  either  out  or  at 
home  should  be  abandoned  for  14  days,  and  I  have  to  thank  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Committee  of  the  Town  Club  for  the  loyal  manner  in 
which  my  recommendations  wer8  carried  out  in  every  detail.  It  is 
only  by  taking  the  most  minute  and  stringent  precautions  with  the 
first  case  that  a  general  outbreak  can  be  prevented,  and  in  the  matter 
of  expense  the  first  is  certainly  the  least. 

Four  tramps  who  came  from  a  lodging  house  at  Kettering,  where 
Small  Pox  had  broken  out,  and  whose  description  was  wired,  were  at 
once  identified  and  detained  in  quarantine  for  16  days  and  their  goods 
and  clothes  thoroughly  disinfected  before  being  released  ;  but  one  man 
who  came  from  Lincoln  under  similar  circumstances,  hearing  that 
he  was  wanted,  left  hurriedly  by  train  for  Norwich  ;  his  departure  was 
telegraphed  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  that  City,  and  he  was 
met  on  arrival  by  the  Sanitary  Authorities. 

Two  express  letters  were  received  regarding  infected  articles  of 
clothing,  despatched  from  Manufacturers  in  Leeds.  On  each  occasion 
the  articles  were  promptly  traced  and  either  sent  back  or  disinfected. 

A  movement  has  been  started  to  make  the  re-vaccination  of  all 
Vagrants  compulsory.  This  is  certainly  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
as  they  have  spread  the  disease  all  over  the  Country,  and  are  very 
difficult  to  trace  once  they  get  clear  away,  which  they  always 
endeavour  to  do. 

Scarlet  Fever.  5B  notifications,  one  death,  a  very  large  re¬ 
duction,  the  average  for  the  previous  8  years  being  177.  This  I 
attribute  in  a  considerable  degree  to  prompt  removal  to  the  Sanatorium 
especially  from  thickly  inhabited  districts  ;  moreover  the  other  children 
in  the  house  are  able  after  a  week’s  interval,  to  resume  their  studies  at 
school,  provided  no  other  child  falls  ill  in  the  meantime. 

Diphtheria.  57  notifications,  2  deaths.  The  prevalence  of 
Diphtheria  in  the  City,  more  especially  in  the  West  Ward  (88  cases 
out  of  the  whole  total)  has  received  the  careful  attention  of  Mr. 
Walshaw  the  Borough  Surveyor,  and  myself,  and  the  sewers  in  that 
district  have  been  most  thoroughly  cleaned  out,  with  the  result  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  deposit  was  removed.  For  the  future  I  would 
suggest  a  periodical  and  methodical  scooping  of  all  the  City  sewers, 
because  with  such  slight  gradients  a  certain  amount  of  deposit  of 
silt  is  inevitable.  Very  few  D  traps  now  remain,  being  replaced  by 
earthernware  gullies.  There  can  be  no  question  that  any  defect  in  the 
drainage  system  predisposes  if  not  actually  determines  the  occurence 
of  Diphtheria. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea.  Only  6  deaths,  due  in  a  large  measure  to 
the  wet  summer,  keeping  the  streets  well  watered,  and  thus  preventing 
the  dust  conveying  microbes  into  articles  of  food,  more  especially  milk 
the  chief  article  of  diet  amongst  infants. 
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Measles  and  Whooping  Cough.  There  were  no  deaths 
recorded  from  Measles,  but  33  children  succumbed  to  Whooping  Cough 
during  the  winter  months,  all  under  5  years  of  age. 

Typhoid  Fever.  11  notifications  without  a  single  death.  The 
small  amount  of  Typhoid  Fever  speaks  volumes  for  the  health  of  the 
City,  as  4  cases  were  certainly  contracted  away. 

On  the  20th  May,  1903,  an  urgent  notice  was  sent  to  me  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  City  of  London,  reporting  that  296 
old  army  blankets  from  South  Africa  had  been  delivered  to  5  different 
local  firms  ;  he  further  added  that  blankets  from  the  same  lot  had  been 
found  to  be  infected  with  the  Typhoid  Bacillus.  Enquiries  were  at 
once  made,  and  all  blankets  unsold  secured,  and  subsequently  burnt  by 
order  of  the  Corporation.  They  were  all  in  such  a  disgustingly  filthy 
condition  that  any  other  method  of  dealing  with  them  was  quite 
impossible.  The  addresses  of  purchasers  to  whom  small  parcels  had 
been  despatched  were  forwarded  to  15  different  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  ;  in  this  way  only  10  blankets  ultimately  remained  unaccounted 
for,  they  had  been  sold  for  cash  over  the  counter  and  could  not  be 
traced. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  prompt  seizure  everywhere  of  these 
infected  articles  of  domestic  use,  was  the  means  of  preventing  a  wide¬ 
spread  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  in 
the  Autumn.  I  have  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  local  tradesmen  for 
the  ready  facilities  they  gave  me  to  inspect  their  books,  and  also  for 
furnishing  me  with  the  addresses  of  all  known  purchasers. 

Phthisis.  42  deaths,  a  death  rate  of  1*31  per  1000  of  the  popu¬ 
lation.  Every  precaution  as  to  disinfection  is  taken  on  the  decease  of 
a  person  suffering  from  Phthisis,  but  the  advisability  of  the  voluntary 
notification  of  all  cases  of  consumption  is  still  under  discussion. 
The  baneful  habit  of  spitting  in  public  places  is  one  that  should 
certainly  be  discouraged,  as  it  tends  to  the  wholesale  dissemination 
of  germs,  more  especially  the  bacilli  of  Tuberculosis,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  damage  done  to  ladies’  dresses  by  expectorating  on  the  pavements. 

Cancer.  22  deaths. 

Alcoholism.  6  deaths. 

School  Exclusion.  There  has  been  no  occasion  to  close  any 
Schools  during  the  past  year  on  account  of  infectious  diseases,  but 
now  that  the  Corporation  is  responsible  for  the  education  of  the 
children,  I  think  the  Sanitary  condition  of  some  of  the  schools  should 
receive  careful  attention,  both  as  regards  cubic  capacity,  ventilation 
and  Sanitary  arrangements.  The  air  space  around  some  schools  is 
certainly  insufficient,  the  buildings  being  too  much  overshadowed  by 
the  close  proximity  of  surrounding  properties. 
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House  Accommodation.  The  dwellings  of  the  wage-earning 

classes  are  mostly  all  that  can  be  desired,  but  in  some  of  the  older 
parts  of  the  City  the  cottages  are  very  damp,  partly  due  to  the  want 
of  properly  paved  yards,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that  the  rain  water 
pipes  are  not  connected  with  the  drains  ;  the  resulting  dampness  of 
the  dwelling  is  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  inmates  ;  moreover  from 
the  landlords’  point  of  view  it  is  false  economy,  because  the  constant 
moisture  of  the  soil  causes  the  brickwork  to  crumble  arid  the  wood 
work  to  rot. 

Sewage  and  Drainage.  Very  considerable  improvement  has 
been  effected  in  the  past  few  years,  to  remedy  the  obnoxious  smells 
from  the  street  manholes,  by  means  of  Automatic  Flushing  Tanks 
and  Ventilating  Shafts.  But  as  mentioned  in  reporting  on  the 
prevalence  of  Diphtheria,  I  consider  that  more  attention  should  be 
devoted  to  the  systematic  cleansing  of  the  Sewers.  Owing  to  the  level 
character  of  the  district,  deposits  of  silt  must  inevitably  occur,  and 
each  deposit  forms  the  starting  point  for  the  accumulation  of  the 
solid  part  of  the  sewage  behind  ;  this  accumulation  gradually  extends, 
decreases  the  lumen  of  the  pipes,  and  converts  the  Sewers  into  a 
cesspool. 

Water  Supply.  Some  bye-law  is  certainly  necessary  to  prevent 
the  constant  cutting  off  of  the  water  supply  to  the  closets,  more 
especially  of  cottages.  During  the  winter  months  I  have  frequently 
come  across  rows  of  cottages  without  any  water  supply  for  flushing 
purposes,  the  natural  result  being  blocked  drains  and  offensive  smells. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops.  All  in  good  order  and  well  drained. 
The  old  idea  of  keeping  cows  during  the  cold  weather  in  stuffy  ill- 
ventilated  byres,  because  they  were  supposed  to  give  more  milk,  has 
been  exploded.  It  has  been  proved  that  under  such  unwholesome  con¬ 
ditions  the  animals  are  more  prone  to  Tuberculosis,  and  that  the 
supply  of  milk  does  not  last  so  long  as  when  cows  are  stabled  in  well 
ventilated  sheds.  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  a  single  case  of 
infectious  disease  in  connection  with  the  milk  supply  of  any  particular 
dairy. 

Slaughter  Houses.  All  fairly  clean,  still  some  butchers  have 
to  be  reminded  that  there  is  such  a  useful  article  as  a  whitewashing 
brush.  I  do  not  recommend  the  granting  of  any  fresh  slaughter 
house  licenses,  not  even  on  the  local  option  principle. 

N  uisances.  No  very  serious  cases  of  nuisances  have  been 
reported,  nor  have  legal  proceedings  been  necessary,  in  fact  as  a  rule, 
when  defects  are  pointed  out,  owners  of  property  are  only  too  pleased 
to  carry  out  any  reasonable  suggestions  that  are  made  ;  although  one 
imagines  one  sometimes  hears  a  slight  growl  at  the  expense  entailed, 
accompanied  by  the  sotto  voce  remark  “the  doctor’s  fad.”  Still 
experientia  docet. 
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Public  Health  Committee.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Corporation 
have  not  yet  seen  their  way  to  form  this  Committee.  I  have  so  often 
urged  the  advisability  of  such  a  step,  that  it  seems  like  flogging  a  dead 
horse  to  go  over  the  whole  ground  again.  At  the  same  time  I  do 
honestly  think  it  would  be  the  means  of  more  interest  being  awakened 
on  Sanitary  questions,  and  that  the  Members  of  the  Corporation  would 
gain  more  technical  knowledge  of  a  subject  which  is  more  important 
even  than  the  present  questio  vexata  Elementary  Education. 


Summary.  The  general  health  of  the  City  has  been  particularly 
satisfactory  during  the  past  year,  and  it  is  only  when  one  looks  back 
upon  the  records  of  former  years  that  we  realize  the  benefits  that  have 
resulted  from  the  improvements  carried  out.  Still  although  grateful 
for  the  confidence  reposed  in  me  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I  should 
certainly  like  to  see  more  interest  manifested  in  Sanitary  subjects  by 
the  individual  Members  of  the  Corporation.  After  all  is  said  there 
cannot  be  a  doubt  about  the  good  health  of  any  community  being  its 
most  valuable  asset.  So  many  people  nowadays,  before  taking  up 
their  permanent  abode  in  any  particular  towrn,  make  the  most  minute 
enquiries  as  to  the  healthy  condition  or  otherwise  of  any  particular 
locale  where  they  purpose  to  settle,  and  as  experienced  in  other  towns 
when  any  serious  outbreak  of  disease  does  occur  the  trade  very 
materially  suffers.  Health  and  prosperity  must  necessarily  go  hand 
in  hand. 


Subjoined  is  a  monthly  record  of  the  Incidence  of  Notifiable 
Diseases  during  the  year  : — 


Month. 

Small 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diph¬ 

theria, 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puerper¬ 
al  Fever. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas. 

Totals,  jj 

January 

ft  ft  ft 

e 

4 

»  *  • 

«  o  a 

8 

10 

February 

C  0  » 

2 

6 

•  *  « 

»  •  • 

4 

12 

March... 

•  •  • 

8 

8 

1 

a  «  • 

8 

15 

April  ... 

•  •  0 

8 

5 

•  •  • 

•  ft  ft 

8 

11 

May  ... 

1 

2 

3 

1 

<  o  ft 

1 

8 

June  ... 

•  •  • 

8 

2 

•  •  « 

•  60 

ft  0  9 

5 

July 

•  •  • 

5 

10 

1 

ft  ft  0 

2 

18  | 

August 

•  •  • 

8 

6 

5 

•  •  . 

8 

17 

September 

ft  ft  ft 

6 

8 

1 

1 

5 

16 

October 

•  •  ft 

4 

6 

1 

ft  ft  ft 

2 

13 

November  ** 

•  •  • 

6 

6 

1 

1 

7 

21 

December 

•  ft  ft 

8 

8 

•  •  • 

•  t  e 

4 

15 

Totals... 

1 

58 

57 

11 

2 

37 

161  1 
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Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1903.  During  the  year  as 

many  Factories  and  Workshops  have  been  inspected  as  possible  out  of 
a  total  number  of  about  200.  The  newly  erected  Factories  are  model 
buildings,  well  lighted,  well  ventilated  and  up  to  the  highest  standard 
as  regards  cubic  capacity.  Most  of  the  Workshops  and  Work  Places 
were  found  in  good  order,  but  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  Workrooms 
occupied  by  Dressmakers  in  a  small  way  of  business,  the  supply  of 
light  and  the  ventilation  was  not  all  that  could  be  desired  ;  still,  any 
change  in  this  direction  is  rather  difficult,  unless  the  whole  structure 
of  the  house  is  altered.  At  the  same  time  I  am  bound  to  state  that  I 
have  never  found  any  overcrowding,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  trace  any 
disease  directly  due  to  these  slight  defects.  It  would  therefore  be 
inflicting  unneccessary  hardship  to  push  matters  to  extremes,  especially 
where  in  many  cases,  it  would  affect  members  of  the  gentler  sex,  who 
are  honestly  struggling  to  gain  a  livelihood. 

Bakehouses  are  all  in  good  order  and  in  accordance  with  the 
latest  Sanitary  Regulations.  There  are  no  underground  ones.  Lists 
of  outworkers  have  been  furnished  in  accordance  with  the  Act,  and  no 
complaints  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  for 
the  district. 
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SANATORIUM  REPORT. 

Accommodation.  This  institution,  for  the  treatment  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Typhoid  Fever,  is  situated  just  outside  the 
confines  of  the  City,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Market 
Place.  There  is  accommodation  for  26  patients,  viz.  :  Scarlet  Fever, 
16  beds ;  Diphtheria,  5  beds  ;  Typhoid  Fever,  5  beds.  67  patients 
were  admitted  during  the  year,  92  in  1902  and  65  in  1901. 

Analysis.  The  analysis  of  Admissions,  Discharges,  Deaths,  &c., 
during  1903,  is  shown  in  the  subjoined  Table : — 


Diseases. 

Remaining 

in 

Sanatorium 
Dec.  31st, 
1902. 

Admissions. 

Deaths. 

i 

Discharged. 

Remaining 

in 

Sanatorium 
Dec.  31st, 
1903. 

DIPHTHERIA  ... 

•  •  * 

28 

1 

26 

1 

SCARLET  FEVER 

7 

80 

•  •  • 

29 

8 

TYPHOID  FEVER 

•  •  • 

7 

•  •  9 

7 

Other  DISEASES 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

. . . 

TOTALS... 

7 

67 

2 

68 

9 

Under  the  heading  “  other  diseases  ”  one  case  of  Erysipelas,  was 
admitted  from  a  house  where  washing  was  taken  in,  to  prevent  the 
chance  of  any  possible  septic  infection  of  the  linen  ;  and  one  case  was 
sent  in  under  observation  as  a  doubtful  case  of  Typhoid,  however  it 
proved  to  be  one  of  abdominal  abscess,  and  the  boy  died  after 
operation. 

Mortality.  As  in  the  preceding  years,  the  case  mortality  was 
again  very  low  2*98  per  cent.,  of  admissions.  In  the  one  death  from 
Diphtheria,  the  disease  was  complicated  by  blood  poisoning  in  a  very 
severe  form. 
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Tracheotomy  was  performed  twice  and  one  child  was  admitted 
immediately  after  the  operation  had  been  performed.  All  three 
children  recovered,  although  Whooping  Cough  proved  a  most 
distressing  complication  in  one  instance. 

The  continued  success  of  the  Antitoxin  treatment  for  Diphtheria 
is  most  gratifying,  only  every  thing  depends  upon  its  early  use  ;  the 
mortality  rising  as  the  use  of  the  serum  is  deferred,  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  number  of  days  that  have  elapsed  since  the 
symptoms  first  appeared. 

Admissions.  The  percentage  of  admissions  to  notifications 
still  continues  to  increase,  54%.  Peterborough  now  comes  within  the 
category  known  as  good  Isolators. 

Stay  in  Sanatorium.  The  average  duration  of  stay  in  the 
Sanatorium  of  the  65  completed  cases  was  28*44  days.  Diphtheria, 
14-28  days;  Scarlet  Fever,  46*38  days;  Typhoid  Fever,  37*00  days; 
Other  Diseases,  19*00  days. 

Staff.  There  has  been  no  sickness  among  the  Nursing  Staff  of 
an  infectious  character.  The  cost  of  extra  nursing  was  £7  12s.  69, 
rendered  necessary  by  the  case  of  Tracheotomy,  complicated  by 
Whooping  Cough  requiring  strict  isolation. 

Remarks.  After  3  years  working,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
Sanatorium  has  fulfilled  a  long  felt  need ;  immediate  isolation  is  now 
possible,  and  people  are  beginning  to  realize  its  usefulness,  especially 
in  business  houses.  Moreover  the  results  have  been  most  gratifying, 
case  mortality  has  been  very  low,  without  a  single  death  from  either 
Typhoid  Fever  or  after  Tracheotomy  since  the  Institution  was  opened ; 
a  record  that  I  believe  the  Corporation  are  very  proud  of. 


Conclusion.  In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  the  Members  of  the 
Sanatorium  Committee  for  the  generous  support  they  have  afforded  me 
in  carrying  out  my  duties.  There  have  been  some  slight  discussions 
on  the  score  of  expense,  but  as  time  goes  on  I  venture  to  hope  that  the 
annual  outlay  will  be  reduced  ;  all  new  institutions  cost  rather  more 
than  anticipated  for  the  first  few  years.  The  members  of  the  Nursing 
Staff  still  continue  to  take  a  most  genuine  interest  in  their  work,  and 
thus  keep  up  the  reputation  of  the  Sanatorium.  Under  the  able 
superintendence  of  Miss  Thomas,  the  Matron,  the  patients  are  well 
cared  for  in  every  way  ;  many  inmates  have  expressed  their  deep  sense 
of  gratitude  for  the  kindness  and  attention  they  have  received.  Mr. 
Walshaw,  is  always  intent  on  looking  after  the  buildings  and  in 
making  the  grounds  as  attractive  as  possible. 
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SMALL  POX  HOSPITAL 

Small  Pox  Hospital.  For  the  reception  of  cases  of  Small 
Pox  only,  situated  on  the  Sewage  Farm,  about  miles  from  the 
Market  Place,  in  the  Rural  District.  Accommodation  is  provided  for 
8  patients,  the  Rural  District  Councils  having  a  claim  upon  4  beds  by 
payment  of  a  yearly  sum  of  £30.  The  Hospital  is  in  charge  of  a  man 
and  his  wife. 

There  was  only  one  case  admitted,  and  he  was  discharged  conva¬ 
lescent  at  the  end  of  six  weeks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  WILLIAM  JOLLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


March  1  Qth,  1904. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1903. 


Name  of  District,  CITY  OF  PETEBBOBOUGH. 
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City  Surveyor’s  Office, 

Peterborough, 

18th  March,  1904. 


SANITARY  REPORT. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  hand  yon  the  accompanying  Eeport  upon  the  several 
Sanitary  matters  which  have  received  attention  during  the  year 
ending  31st  December  last. 

1270  Inspections  were  made  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough. 

The  Sanitary  arrangements  of  156  properties,  comprising  622 
dwelling  houses,  were  found  defective,  immediate  action  was  taken  in 
each  case  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 

104  Dwelling  houses  were  inspected  after  infectious  diseases,  98 
were  cleansed  and  disinfected ;  the  mfectous  diseases  comprised  88  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  24  Diphtheria,  84  Phthisis,  1  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  1  of 
Small  Pox. 

4  Overcrowded  and  6  dirty  houses  were  dealt  with. 

As  in  previous  years  a  considerable  number  of  defective  D  traps 
connected  with  house  drains  were  discovered,  98  of  these  were  removed 
and  earthenware  gullies  fixed  in  their  place. 

At  22  premises  the  ventilating  pipes  connected  with  the  drains 
were  found  to  be  of  insufficient  diameter  or  otherwise  defective,  these 
pipes  wTere  removed  and  others  4in.  in  diameter  substituted. 

The  paving  of  the  yards  of  a  number  of  old  houses  was  found 
broken  and  in  an  uneven  condition  ;  the  old  paving  was  removed  and 
new  brick  or  concrete  put  down. 

The  means  of  dealing  with  the  rain-water  discharged  from  the 
roofs  of  houses  is  often  found  objectionable,  tubs  were  originally  pro¬ 
vided  to  receive  it,  but  they  have  either  been  destroyed  or  removed 
and  the  water  discharges  on  to  the  ground  close  to  the  houses.  This, 
and  defective  down  pipes,  cause  the  walls  of  the  houses  to  be  in  a 
damp  and  unhealthy  condition  ;  steps  have  been  taken  in  many  cases 
to  remedy  this. 
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The  removal  of  trade  and  house  refuse  has  been  efficiently  attend¬ 
ed  to,  during  last  year  6105  loads,  representiug  over  10,000  tons  of 
material  were  removed,  the  number  of  loads  is  fewer  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  this  is  due  to  the  increased  quantity  that  can  be 
placed  upon  the  carts,  which  are  now  provided  with  covers. 

Drainage.  An  old  defective  brick  sewer  has  been  taken  out  at 
Westwood  Street,  extending  from  Westgate  to  Russell  Street,  and  one 
of  Sanitary  pipes  substituted. 

The  Sewers  throughout  the  Borough  have  received  careful  and 
constant  attention,  a  considerable  number  of  the  manholes  have  been 
repaired  and  put  into  good  order,  the  decayed  brickwork  cut  out  and 
blue  bricks  built  in,  the  inverts  also  in  many  cases  have  been  so 
altered  as  to  prevent  any  accumulation  of  sewage  matter  ;  to  assist 
cleansing  operations,  several  of  the  surface  ventilators  have  been  con¬ 
verted  into  manholes. 

The  work  of  cleansing  the  sewers  has  been  almost  continuous 
during  the  year  and  83  loads  of  sediment  have  been  removed  there¬ 
from.  I  find  it  necessary  to  keep  a  staff  of  workmen  almost  continually 
engaged  upon  this  work. 

4  Additional  shaft  ventilators  have  been  fixed,  the  total  number 
now  being  120. 

The  several  Automatic  Flushing  Tanks  have  done  their  work 
efficiently  and  at  no  cost  for  repairs.  To  them  is  due  to  a  considerable 
extent  the  good  condition  of  the  sewers  generally  and  the  almost 
entire  freedom  of  smells  from  them. 

The  dairies,  milk  shops,  bakehouses,  slaughter  houses,  &c.  have 
been  periodically  examined  and  with  occasional  exceptions  found  in 
good  order. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor  &  Gentlemen, 

i 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  WALSH  AW, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


